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REVIEWS 



Federal and State Constitutions of the United States. By Frederic 
Jesup Stimson. Boston. Boston Book Company, pp. 386. 
In this volume, Prof. Stimson reiterates many of the principles 
discussed in his " American Constitution," comprised of his Lowell 
Mason Lectures of 1907, but the scope of the present work is in- 
finitely wider. Although Prof. Stimson assures us in his preface 
that it is prepared primarily for the benefit of his students at Harvard 
and not in the first instance for a practicing lawyer, we have no 
hesitation in asserting that the ambitious among the latter type will 
find it practically a necessity. It is perhaps, however, in the philo- 
sophical discussion of principles which must be imbedded in the 
foundation of national jurisprudence, that the work has its greatest 
value. The first book of the three into which the work is divided 
is entirely of this nature, containing eleven chapters on fundamental 
rights and liberties. The author lays a great deal of stress on the 
constitutional principles that are to govern the attitude of capital 
and labor in their relation to each other, a subject especially vital 
at the present time. The third book presents a detailed comparison 
of the various constitutions. The reviewer has not been able to 
find another publication which covers the same field, and in view of 
the fact that so many of our legal publications of recent years are 
mere indexes and digests for practical research work, the advent of 
this work into the legal limelight is at least an event in the epochs 
of modern legal history. H. B. J. 

Forms and Precedents for Conveyancing and Business Transactions 
Adapted to the Laws of Ohio. By Howard A. Couse, of the 
Cleveland Bar. The W. H. Anderson Company. Cincinnati. 
1907. pp. 1214. 

Mr. Couse, in his Ohio Form Book, has collected the forms for 
the evidencing of business transactions, for conveyancing and the 
organization of corporations, together with forms under miscel- 
laneous titles, such as Arbitration, Composition with Creditors and 
Decedents' Estates. Forms of acknowledgments, chattel mortgages, 
deeds and mortgages for other States are included. 
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Each division of the book is preceded by a valuable note giving 
the statutory requirements of Ohio, and, under titles where the 
forms of the other States are given, notes as to their statutory 
requirements are also to be found. 

The book is very comprehensive and compiled in exceptionally 
available form. It should prove useful to Ohio practitioners. 

Mr. Couse was graduated from the Yale Law School in 1895. 

R. C. H. 

Frederick William Maitland. By A. L. Smith, Balliol College, 

Oxford. Clarendon Press. Oxford. 1908. pp. 71. 

This book consists of two very interesting and instructive lectures 
on Frederick William Maitland, together with a bibliography. The 
first lecture treats of Maitland as a historian, comparing him to 
Macaulay in his felicity of illustration and concreteness of style, that 
"while Macaulay's weapon is too often the knob of the bludgeon, 
Maitland's is the rapier's point." Two marked characteristics of 
his style as a historian are his analytic and constructive treatment. 
By these two methods he has proved that History does advance. 
The author believes above all that the real way Maitland proves this 
is his conception of the spiritual side of it. A true historian cannot 
be anti-religious, and he refers to Lord Acton's definition of a his- 
torian. The other side of Maitland's conception of history is its 
humanity. 

He concludes the lecture with the query : " Might not Maitland 
have become a great narrative historian ? " 

The second lecture treats of Maitland as the " converted lawyer, 
or rather, the alchemist who could transmute law into the most 
unexpected and precious products." Maitland's vision did at last 
attain to something of prophetic strain, a legal historian. The 
author quotes copiously from Maitland's speeches and works to 
emphasize his deductions. He pays a glowing tribute to the great 
lawyer and ends the lecture with a eulogy on him by Liebermann. 
Out of his very sufferings he won a deeper sympathy for men, 
and a broader view of things. 

The author in making an appeal to establish in Oxford a Mait- 
land Memorial Library for students, has generously contributed a 
bibliography at the end of the book. This bibliography is very 
complete, beginning with the year 1880 and ending with the year 



